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A YEAR OF THE STRENUOUS.

The following record of the varied
experiences of a year of missionary
life in North Korea is compiled with
the help ofmy diary.
As usual, the first part ofJuly 1904

was occupied with personal and
station reports and the collection and
tabulation of statistics of the past
year’s work. At the same time the
daily sessions of the summer confer-
ence for church o fficers gave oppor-
tunities for planning the work of the
ensuing year. Closely following the
officers’ class came the normal class
for teachers , attended byTnost of the
teachers of the province.

ALONE IN NORTH KOREA.

About the middle of August the
members of the station began to scat-
ter. Mrs. Kearns and I having elect-

ed to remain in the station, were ac-
cording^ alone for about six weeks.
We spent the time in language study
and in advising with the Koreans
about their numerous problems.
Among the incidents of this period
we were diverted by the Tonghak up-
rising. One pepyefujSunday morning
sfcoinTfflii LiiiTstTUcciC in Lliccmrttr'uf

the town informed us that the Japan-
ese garrison 'had decided to disperse
the great Tonghak mass meeting
which had been gathering for some
days. We looked out to see long
lines of white garbed men fleeing in

every direction, each file brought up
by a small soldier flourishing what
probably looked to the Tonghaks like

a very large gun. The hills around
the town were lined most of the day
with the fugitives, but as night came
on they silently faded away and we
heard no more of repairing the world.

It was while we were alone, too,
that the complaints ofJapanese brut-
ality began to increase. The seizure

of their lands for the railway had left

hundreds^, penniless, and the forced
cbor worked hardship for hundreds
of others. Some of the injustice we
attributed to lawless individuals, but
some of it was undoubtedly officially

sanctioned, as in the looting and
burning of a village in Eui Ju by a
squad of soldiers from Antong head-
quarters. Two of the eighteen houses
thus wantonh' destro3’ed happening
to be Christian, we heard of the out-
rage immediately. Apparently the
only reason for such-severdw was that
one house in the village had demurr-
ed when ordered to contribute two
chickens for the benefit of some rail-

way workers. The loss of the two
Christians was about $1,000 each.
Though the case has been reported
in detail to the authorities there is

little hope of justice ever being clone
in the matter. In some cases t lie Jap-
anese were in the right, as in that of
a former catechumen convicted of be-
ing a Russian spy. His wife fairly be-
sieged us to interfere in his behalf,
but of course we would do nothing
and he with five others was shot in
Eui Ju.
During Dr. Sharrocks’ absence I

cared for the war correspondents’ fast
courier serviec~between Eiaovnng nnTT
Tying Yangjth i s ~be 1ng the only line
of communication between the front
and the outside world until after the
battle of Liaoyang. The couriers
were Korean Christians. Many of
them developed remarkable speed and
trustworthiness, and this work was
a great blessing to them in the hard
times just after the opening of the

About Y1.500 in wages wentwar.
into the pockets of able bodied local
men.
Just after the return of the other

members of the station, on October
18, God took to Himself our little

son Joe. His death was very unex-
pected. I had ali'eady started~far the
north and was recalled from a little

chfirch 210 li up in the mountains.
-Dtikrg i-jC-Ra
ten been theiiTeans'^dW drawing us
nearer to the Koreans, but his death
revealed to us such a wealth of sym-
pathy from our Korean friends that
they will never again seem an alien
people to us. Nor can we ever forget
the tactful kindness of our fellow
workers in our hour of sore trial and J
chastening. ^

FIRST WORK.

On October 28 Mrs. Kearns and I

started for the mountains again,
spending the next month climbing the
tremendous passes, • enjoying the
wonderful scenery, and visiting the
scattered churches of the Salt Ju cir-

cuit. We held a joint class at Sak Ju
city attended by 50 men and 35 wo-
men. On this trip I first assumed of-

ficial charge of Korean churches, like

most missionaries, having spent the
first two years after my ordination
in~T)ecomtng familiar with an alien
language and people. I administered^
my firsCbaptismwith fear and trem-
bling.

November 20 to December 7 was
spent with Mr. Whittemore at the
Eui Ju class. Although we had many
doubts before the class began, we soon
found that the churches had recover-
ed in a remarkably short time from
the depression of the war. The mem-
bers of the city church, who had been
scattered most of all, had returned in
sufficient numbers to raise a suberip-
tion and repair the ruins of their



church. The building had been used
as horse stables by the Russian and
Japanese cavalry in turn. We found
about 400 men gathered and an en-
thusiastic class was held. At a mis-
sionary meeting one evening 534 days
of voluntary preaching to the heathen

ltxwere ~lmbscribecl. Alter the class a
sKort trip among the smaller mount-
ain churches in Eui Ju brought me
home in time for Christmas.
The day after Christmas Mrs.

Kearns and I started for Pveng Yang
to attend the winter class in that sta-
tion. Although veryTJusy during the
class we improved the opportunity to
see as much of Pyeng Yang work and
Pyeng Yang workers as possible,
forming the very highest opinions of
both.

SYEN CHYUN CLASS.

Reaching home January 14 we
spent a fortnight in preparation for
the Sven Chyun winter class. This
was the largest in the history of the
station, with an enrollment of 733,
but there were many' who did not en-
roll, either because of coming late or
misunderstanding instructions. The
men were taught in seven graded divi-
sions, the teaching force of the station
being augmented by Mr. Lee of Pyeng
Yang. A number of the more advanc-
ed helpers were also pressed into ser-

vice as teachers. Some of the evening
conferences were of great interest, one
by Mr. Lee on “Domestic Harmony”

ted. We also

Jg at which
vrm torftfTe

voluntary
preaehilig, thougn tne missionaries
in charge felt that so many had made
subscriptions on several previous oc-

casions that there would be but a
faint response this time. We were
very much surprised to see 625 days
subscribed in a few minutes and a
considerable number of additional
subscriptions came in after the service

closed. To distinguish this service '

from the "daily witnessing to Am' be - (

lievers which each Christian does_ as 1

a matter of course, the terms ofTub-
scnptTon required that the volunteer
preacher~Teave home and spend the
"

specified number of days at his own
expense in a heathen village. Sub-
scriptions were for five or ten days,
or a week or a fortnight, to be ful-

filled within six weeks after the class

closed. One man who subscribed 150
days had to have this time limit ex-

tended. The result of this movement
is already being felt. Personally I

know of about 3,000 days of volun-
teer preaching that has been done in

all parts of the province. Within
three or four months thousands have
heard the Gospel for the first time
not from a paid evangelist whose
motives might be questioned, but
from private church members doing
the Master’s service at their own ex-

pense. It has been like a great wave
of evangelistic fervor sweeping over
the whole church.
At a remarkable communion service

held during the class 487 baptized
people sat down at the Lord’s table.
The church was filled with communi-
cants and a separate service had to
be held for catechumens and other
non-communicants at another hour.

ITINERATION.

Immediately after the Syen Chyun
class I started for a trip over Mr.
Whittemore’s territory to the west]
visiting for the first time some of the
largest churches in the province and
seeing in their home churches large
numbers of the men I had previously
met at classes. A feature of the trip
was that most of the churches, except
the smaller ones, insisted on paying
my traveling expenses, saying that
they had long been considering such
a step. I found most of the groups
growing very rapidly in numbers.
Plans for enlarging several of the
church buildings were made. Mrs.
Kearns joined me at Sin Chang in Eui
Ju county and we made the latter
half of the trip together, she teach-
ing the women while I attended to
the other affairs of each church. We
had the pleasure of organizing two
new groups, one at Sin Syeng in Eui
Ju county with an attendance of 75
since grown to 100, and the other at
Tulsan Kwan with an attendance of
45. In both places new buildings
were secured free of debt. In Eui Ju
cityr we held an election in accordance
with previous permission of the
Council and KimChangken was
ed elder. He will
Du! Ju ^iusa ui LUtr

.

25 days was the
groups being visit?

being baptized and
catechumens.

April 3 to May 3 was spent in a
second trip to the mountains, this
time covering the whole ofSakJu and
Eastern Eui Ju circuits. There were

received

a number of incidents deserving of
special mention. In Pvektong county
an ex-offical came eiiijTty"

^
anTTKeand afl his houscTaL

y li to see me

persons
'went

lout twenty-

all, believecT The helper
out to his house, to assist in

1* 1?

m

burning the idolsi So notable a con-
version irf so conservative a district

will ma/e a great impression.
My visit to Pvektong Kol was the

unwitting cause of the collapse of a
troublesome persecution at Kwal-
lodong. The local officials had been 1

extorting money from the Christians
for the heathen sacrifices, in spite of
a proclamation from the magistrate
exempting them. When the village

officials heard that I had gone into

the county seat, they supposed that
I had gone to interview the magis-
trate and have them punished, so
they rushed to the local deacon’s
house and paid back all the extorted
moneys aud begged him to hurry to
the Kol to save them. Thus with-
out giving a thought to the matter,
an annoying persecution was stop-

ped.
WIDOW STEALING.

I found the Sale Ju church in greatly



improved condition. It has always
given a great deal of anxiety, but
most of "the quarrelsome members
have now moved away and the rem-
nant is working harmoniously. I

had a very interesting case before the

Sak Ju magistrate. It is the beauti-

ful custom in this heathen land to

carry off a defenseless widow, often

the very day her husband dies, usual-

ly to be the enforced concubine of

some man, who placates her relatives,

if she has any, by a sufficient present

of money. Often the relatives con-

nive at the abduction, sometines even
receiving the money before the hus-

band is dead. A few days before I

reached Sak Ju a bright young man
of 22, who had been baptized on my
previous visit, died suddenly. His
widow, an attractive girl of 19, found
her sorrow intensified by deadly fear,

for her own brother was suspected of

having sold her. She passed a good
examination and was received as a
catechumen along with others at the

Sunday service. Sunday' night about
midnight I was awakened by the re-

port that four men had climbed the

wall of her mother-in-law’s house and
carried her off with her baby, which
had been very sick for some day's. It

was a bitter cold night and she was
hustled along with insufficient cloth-

ing for ten //and the baby was carried

without being wrapped at all. We
started pursuing parties at once, I

joining one after going first to her
having learned that rtply

that, day. -—tJkn

«

[ipty revolver he cnuri
EbTHFUouse of ahea

the man to whom he had sold her,

but the first party had the honor of
rescuing her and capturing two of the
men who had carried her off. It

seems that another man had heard of
the money being paid and had resolv-

ed to strike first and cheat the pur-
chaser out of his bargain. Mission-
aries in the north have always dis-

couraged widow stealing, particular-

ly the stealing of Christian widows,
but jno lesson had ever been given in

Sakju, so I decided to remain and
prosecute in person, knowing full well

that there would be no punishment
unless the magistrate were coerced.

I staid long enough to see the two
men thrashed and to secure the
magistrate’s promise to hold them till

the baby lived or died. It died and
the men were held for murder and
have since been sentenced to the chain
gang. The story has gone over sev-

eral counties and widow stealing in

Sak Juhas received a decided backset.

ag’in the goverj&ient.

At Sakju I was forced to abandon
my' schedule and hurry to Antong in

behalf of the church at Sin Chang in

•Eui Ju county. It is a large church
of 300 members and having long felt

the need of enlarged quarters, last

August lumber was bought to enlarge
the church building, but owing to
war conditions it was decided to wait
a little before beginning work. The

lumber was stored in care of the con-
tractor, a weak Christian. About
this time the interpreters attached to
the Japanese headquarers in Antong
began to terrorize the people of Eui-

Ju county, one of their main sources
of revenue being piles of lumber such
as the Sin Chang church had exposed.
The contractor on two occasions
saved the lumber by putting up a cash
bribe, but the third time he was over-
powered and beaten and theJapanese
stamp was put on the lumber. If the
church had only known it, that was
the psychological moment when they
should have cheerfully contributed
that lumber pile to Dai Nippon and
inconspicuously faded into deep obli-

vion. But Koreans seldom know
what is hy'gienic, though these peo-
ple had before them the terrible ex-

ample of the neighboring village

which had been burned for only a
couple of chickens, and were daily
witnesses to acts of brutality, Ko-
reans being beaten into insensibility

from which it took days to recover
for no more serious offense than step-

ping foot on the railway right of
way', though there were no signs to in-

dicate that it was not the public
highway or perhaps the man’s own
ancestral field for which he had not
been paid and probably never will be.

I heard the story of the stamping
of the lumber in March during our
visit at Sin Chang, and on writing to
the commander at Antong, received a

so and when ready to set up the frame
of the new building, tore down all but
one wing of the old building. As they
were setting up the new frame, sol-

diers appeared and stopped the work,
carrying off one of the deacons, Chay
Chiry'un, a man of intelligence, who
has visited New York, as have several
of his brother officers of the Sin Chang
church. I mention this to show that
they are above the average Koreans.
Why a deacon was arrested instead
of the leader, I have not been able to
learn. Couriers were rushed to Syen
Chyun and up to the mountains to
find me. On account of the distance
and the delay at Sak Ju mentioned
above, the man had been in jail ten
days before I reached Antong. I was
treated very politely' by' the Japanese
officials in Antong, but it was the
oriental politeness that passes the
westerner asking for a favor from one
tea-serving petty official to another
until his patience is exhausted. It is

not oriental to say “No.” “Tomor-
row” is less harsh and accomplishes
the same purpose in the end. After
two days I went away full of tea and
promises.

encouragement.
Resuming my' interrupted schedule

I found great cause forencouragement
in all the churches of Eastern Eui Ju.
A new church at Tanghu, organized
just after the Eui Ju class, had grown



to 100 members and, with a nourish-
ing school and fine new building all

paid for, has a very encouraging out-
look. Taimai, though it is now four-

teen months since their building was
taken bj' the Japanese, has had a
large increase in numbers. Permis-
sion was given for a separate group
at Chaourj^eng, awaj^ up in the moun-
tains, and the group has since grown
to 100 members. An old man with
four wives was finally received as a
catechumen after believing several
years. He had always refused to put
away his wives before. The wives
were also all received on their solemn
promise never again to marry one
fourth of a man.
The leader at Eui Ju citjr

,
having

subscribed ten days of preaching at
the Sven Chvun class, decided to preach
in Kokun township where there had
previously been no Christians. Seven
large households believed and begun
to meet at the house of one of their

number. Three neighboring groups
made arrangements to supph^ them
with preachers three Sundays of the
month and the3r were urged to attend
one of the three churches the fourth
Sunday of the month. They sent a
representative to the officers’ class

and promise to form the nucleus of a
new group.
In about twelve clays, having fin-

ished my schedule and having some-
what recovered from the effects of the

former tea and promise debauch,
(

I

once JSSSFTTusi-^d the river to Aji-

be released after 24 days of unjust im-
prisonment;' bis release being due, as
near as I could learn, not at all to my
strenuous representations, but to the
inability of his captors to discover the
reason for which he had been arrest-

ed. All 1 could say produced no hope
of recovering either the lumber or its

equivalent in mone3\ In the end, the
Christians themselves had to carry
their own lumber ten li and deliver it

to the Japanese. They did this rather
than see their heathen neighbors com-
pciicSc*^ do ’T, all labor being force-**

Quite a persecution sprung up in the

midst of the trouble. The heathen
neighbors blamed the Christians for

the numerous thefts committed b3’

the Japanese, reasoning very logically

that if the Christians had not had
that lumber the Japanese would not
have come and the thefts would not
have been committed. The local offi-

cials demanded that the church pay
for all the stolen articles and threat-

ened to take the case to the Eui Ju
magistrate. Up to date this church
of 300 people is still without a build-

ing and compelled to meet in four pri-

vate houses. It is worth recording
that throughout all their troubles
new believers have been steadily com-

mg in.

CLOSE OF THE YEAR.

The officers’ conference was com-
bined with the normal class and put
at an earlier date than usual on ac-

count of Mr. Ross’ proposed depar-

ture on furlough. Though held in the
busiest part of June, the attendance
was larger than last year when the
class was held in the slack season.
Among the important matters settled
during the class, Eui Ju was divided
into three circuits, instead of two as
before, and another helper was elect-

ed, to be paid, of course, like the
others, by the churches. Even with
three helpers, the work in Eui Ju is

heavier than in other parts of the
province. Five of our helpers were in
attendance at the theological class in
Pyeng Yang and so were not able
4o take part in our officers’ class.

Nj’ong-Tyul circuit raised 210 nvang
extra to defray the expenses of their
two helpers at the theological class,

and in all the circuits a"rangements
were made for looking after the work
by the various leaders during the ab-
sence of the helpers.

The latter part of June brought the
third 3

rear language examination,
which received its full share of atten-
tion while it lasted, though the op-
portunities for ^preparation during
the year had been small. In June
came the welcome news that the
Board had appropriated the money
for our house. Three years of home-
lessness have prepared us to appre-
ciate it.

The following table gives outline
statistics for the work under m3'
charge tit the close of the year. Of
this work,‘Salt Ju circuit has been un-
der my sole charge throughout the

T
vea r. Eastern Euj..,J,tw> circui t has,
been worked in conneeti' in~witnwFr:
Whictemore, N\-ong-Tvui and West-
ern Eui Ju circuits were under Mr.
Whittemore until his furlough and
have been under my charge since.

STATISTICS.

<s.

a

j

Communicants.’

Added

this

year.

Catechumens

Added

this

year.

Total

Adherents

r.tist 1 11 Elli Jll iO 346 Ui 28; i?-’ ‘ S60
Western Eui Ju 10 464 iS 488 201 r.5'9
Nyong-Tyul 12 444 177 398 235 i. 35 f>

SaU Jr. 6 76 _ 3* 76 3s 209

Total 38 1,530' 5 If- [.244 646 3-944

There are 19 boj's’ schools and 4
girls’ schools under my charge, with
282 boj^s and 69 girls in attendance.
During the year I have personally

baptized 302, received 296 catechu-
mens, baptized 27 infants, excom-
municated one communicant and
dropped 12 catechumens from the rolls.

Since Mr. Whittemore’s departure
the book stores and colporteurs have
been under my care. Total sales of
books in this province during the year
have been 26,194, including 2,110
New Testaments and 4,185 hymn
books. Most of the year the stock
has been depleted. Many more could
have been sold had we had the books.

Respectfully submitted to
The Mission and The Boat'd,

July' 1, 1905. ' Carl E. Kearns.



PERSONAL REPORT OF MRS. C. E. KEARNS,
Syen Chyun, Korea, July 1904—July 1905,

July and August of 1904 were anx-
ious days for us as we watched at
the bedside of our darling little bo3

r
,

then fourteen months old. His little

body was so frail and weak that we
expected each day to be his last. It

did not seem possible that life could
be sustained much longer, but we
kept up hope through it all, knowing
that God would answer our prayrers
in His own way and time. Yet each
time I prayed my answer seemed to
be a direct “No.” It was to the sur-

prise of us all that he began to get
better on August 14 and steadily im-
proved until by the last of the month
the other members of our station felt

perfectly safe in leaving us alone with
him while they attended the annual
meeting at Seoul.
We spent the time in their absence

mostly in enjoying our baby, as one
by one his cute little ways returned.
That was a most happy month for
us and little Joe enjoyed it as much
as we did. He knew we couldn’t
resist him when he held out his little

arms to come to us, and he did thrust
them out with all the energy of his lit-

tle body whenever we came near him.
He seemed to improve daily, gaining

flesh and strength for two weeks
after the friends left us, and then ap-
parently without any reason, he be-
gan to go backward and was not
perfectly well. Fortunately we did
not know of the little germ that was
lurking in his body, and were not
much worried. The friends returned
October 14, and the following day Joe
took sick with cerebral meningitis
and after an illness of four days, died
very unexpectedly. Dr. Sharrocks
says he showed symptoms of this dis-

ease in his previous sickness, but God
was good to give us back our little

boyr for those short months. They
were the happiest months of our lives,

and little Joe was endeared to us a
thousand times as we realized how
nearly we had come to losing him.
One would feel that a loss of this

kind on the foreign field, so far from
loved ones and home and in the midst
of an alien people, would be more keen-

ly' felt even than in the home land.

But such is not the case. Our associ-

ates, though few, are so dear to us

and so very kind and thoughtful in

times of sorrow, and a loss ot this

kind in a small station is so keenly

felt by all, that the sympathy feit and
expressed is deep. Then too, the

sympathy of the Christian natives

is sweet. None know better than the

Korean mothers how to sympathize
in the loss of a little one. Little Joe’s

stay with us was short but oh, so

sweet, and his mission to the Koreans
was complete in his death as well as

in his life. Sleeping under the trees

on a little hill overlooking a beauti-

ful valley, he will be preaching to Ko-
reans long after we are gone. The
first little white laddie in the station

to give his life for Korea.
October 28 I left with Mr. Kearns

for a trip over the Sak Ju circuit visit-

ing seven groups of Christians and
traveling 260 miles on horseback. It

was my first attempt at riding a
pony and it was with fear and trem-
bling that I first mounted the pack.

I had heard of so many tricky ponies

and of so many backward somersaults
that for the first mile or so I clung to
the rope under me which served to tie

the load securely to the horse. But I

gradually grew bolder until I became
so interested in the scenery that I for

got I was riding a pony. The pack was
so high and the pony so far beneath



me that unless I looked down I was
ot conscious of being on a horse.

The groups we visited were mostly
small ones and while Mr. Kearns was
examining for baptism and the cat-

echumenate and settling the trouble-

some questions they always have for

him, I met the women and had Bible

study and prayer with them We
usually had to spend some time in

getting acquainted, for I was the first

woman to travel over that moun-
tainous circuit and the groups are so
far from Syen Chyun that the women
have not been able to attend the class-

es held here. So I satisfied their

curiosity first by letting them feel the

material my dress was made of and
b}r answering their many questions as
to how old I was, where I had come
from and why, whether my parents
were living, if I had any babies, etc.,

etc. I was alwa3
rs glad to tell them

all about little Joe and how he died

just before I started on this trip, and
many a mother’s eyes filled with tears

out of sincere sympatlyy. I found
these mountain women densely ignor-

ant of the simplest truths of the Gos-
pel, but they were so eager for every
little grain of truth that it was in-

deed a pleasure to teach them.
At most of these places all the pas-

toral work could be done in two or
three days, so we were almost con-

stantly on the move, but at Sak Ju
we held a six da3

rs class, I teaching
the women while Mr. Kearns studied
with the men. Sak Ju has always
had the reputation of being a very
wicked little city, about.one third of

its inhabitants being soldiers and
dancing girls. The sight seers had al-

ways been so unmanageable that it

was thought best not to send our
single ladies to hold classes there

until after a married woman had
opened the way with her husband. I

had that privilege and we were glad
to report that we had almost as quiet

and peaceful a time there as at an3
r

of the groups on the trip. The wo-
men of this church are stronger than
the men and had been pleading for a
class for a long time, so they welcomed
me with open arms and we had an in-

teresting and profitable studyr in the .

Gospel of Mark with about 35 women 1

in attendance. Veryr pathetic were
their farewells and their requests for
me to come again next year. J

We were literally buried in the
mountains that month. Our rocky'
path,—we had very' little road,—was
a succession of ups and downs. One
pass I remember, we were an hour
climbing, but the view we had after
reaching the top always more than
repaid us for the tiresome ascent. To
stand at the top of one of these high
passes and look down on our little

narrow path winding for miles beside
a brook in the long narrow valley,
with ridge on ridge of mountains suc-
ceeding each other as far as the eye
could reach made our hearts fill with
rapture. It made us glad we were
living if but to see such a picture.

We reached home November 22 in

time to prepare for Thanksgiving din-

ner. We entertained the station that
day. Had a thanksgiving service ax'
noon instead of the regular lunch and
then feasted at four o’clock. The even-
ing was spent in singing the national
songs, playing games, and having a
good time. Christmas day was spent
at the Sharrocks home. There was a
Christmas tree for the children, big
and little, a four o’clock dinner, a
large bag from which Santa Claus
dispensed gifts to all, and a pleasant
evening in enjoying the lighted tree

and playing games.
December 26 Mr. Kearns and I

started for Py'eng Yang by pony
again. Mr. Kearns was to help in

the winter class for men, and I was
to have some work done on a tooth
that had been causing a great deal



of trouble. I was very glad indeed

to see Pyeng Yang in the busy season
and get an idea of the working of the
station. While there I conducted the
opening exercises at the boarding-

school for girls and women . I was
especiallŷ Interested in the women’s
Sunday School and in Mrs. Moffett’s

catechumen class .

We were glacTto note the progress
of the railroad between here and
Pyeng Yang and -were as pleased as
children to hear the shrill whistle of

the locomotive when three miles from
P\j-eng Yang. It is needless to say
that we dismounted from our ponies
when the engine went by, and it is

hard to describe our feelings when we
realized that probably we were tak-

ing the long and tedious overland
trip for the last time.
We reached home January^ 14. Feb-

ruary 27 found me again traveling,

this time alone, going to assist Miss
Samuels in the class at Eui Ju. The
class was from the 1st to the 8th of

March. Owing to the disturbed con-
dition and the great number of sold-

iers at Eui Ju the attendance was not
as large as we expected. One hundred
twenty-eight women were enrolled.

rWe divided them into two classes,

Miss Samuels and I each teaching
twice daily besides singing and cales-

thenics, and taking our part in the
evening services. Korean women are
natural orators ancTorfen~speak more

L

eloquently than many Americans who
\ have had years of drill.

At the close of this class I joined
Mr. Kearns, who was then at Sin
Chang, a large group about 20 miles

from Eui Ju. I traveled with him
over the Western Eui Ju circuit, visit-

ing nine churches, most of them large

and all of them growing beyond their

present quarters. I found these wo-
» men very different from those met on
I the former trip. They are bright and
intelligent and ready for advanced

k

study, having attended the classes at
&yen Chyun and other places. We
studied John’s Gospel in this circuit

and I had to answer many difficult

but reasonable questions. I was so
glad for the opportunity of visiting
this interesting Eui Ju circuit with its

wealthy families, advanced stage of
civilization (in comparison with other
parts of the country), and its numer-

ous churches, often not more than
twolhiles apart .

'"We reached home March 31 after

a most tiresome and dusty journey
from Eui Ju. In all I traveled 660
American miles, all by horse except
60 miles or so. I visited 16 churches.
April 12-20 was the date of the

Syen Chyun woman’s class. The
country classes had been so many
and so well attended that we hardly
expected an overwhelming number at
the Syen Chyun class. We were not
at all prepared to see 400 women
come. Our present buildings are
much too small to accommodate our
own congregation of 300 women and
what to do with these from the coun-
try was a question. We managed by
using every available outbuilding and
one of the residences near by for class

rooms. Then we spread mats at all

doors and windows and those who
could not get in listened from the out-
side^ Our Sven Chyun women were
busy entertaining the guests but were
able to get out to study. We divided
the women into four classes, each
class having three studies a day be-

sides singing. At the evening services

we had general discussions on practi-

cal subjects such as “Hygiene,” “Care
of Babies,” “Domestic Felicity,” etc.

These evening services were held at
the church and it was the only time
when all could meet together. The
women completely filled both men’s
and women’s sides of the building
and it was an inspiring sight . to see

that vast assembly of white clothed,



white turbaned women looking at us
few foreigners and expecting to be
filled with the good things they had
come so far to get. It is at such a
time that we feel our inefficiency and
lean heavily on the arm of him whose
divine injunction “Feed my Lambs”
we are trying to obey.
Local Work :—I try to keep before

me always the fact that my first duty
even on the foreign field is that of a
home keeper , but in spite of me it

often becomes a side issue as I get in

terested in the work with the women.
I have had charge of the Sunday

(School this year. Two years ago the
'men and women met together, but
they were too crowded for good work
and the women have been meeting
alone at the women’s building. It

has proved a great blessing to them,
for they realize that it is their own
meeting and are being wonderfully
developed by the parts they take in

the services. When the women began
to meet alone the building was am-
ple, but the new believers have been
coming in so rapid ly this last year
that we hardly know what to do
with the crowds. The building is

crowded to the utmost and all the
/doors and windows are filled with
/groups of eager women trying to get
what they can from without. So
great has been the increase even dur-
ing the summer that I hardly know
what we will do in the winter when
doors and windows must be closed.

Our Sunday School is divided into
six classes. The total enrollment is

364
;
divided as follows :—school girls

64, young married girls who are
either baptized or catechumens 50,
middle aged women of the same rank
58, old women of this grade 79,
young women new believers 49, older
new believers 66. All the classes are
too large for personal work, but lack
of class rooms prevents further divi-

sion. All the classes are taught by

Korean women except the one which
Miss Samuels teaches. The teachers
meet every Sunday morning at our
home for preparation.

I have had charge of a Wednesday
afternoon catechumen class this year.
Wr

e studied the “Manual for Catechu-
mens” and also topical Bible studies.

I think I shall conduct the class differ-

ently next year for I have listened to
man}- examinations for baptism this

year and have found that the women
need drill on the ten commandments,
and instruction on the sacraments.
They often mix baptism and the com-
munion, and a woman when asked
what one is baptized with is as likely

to say grape juice as water. They
often think that the water of baptism
is sent from heaven or brought from
America. They are so very ignorant
and their minds so full of superstition

that it takes time and effort for them
to understand even the simplest

truths.

I have done some teaching in the
school. Ai'ithmetic in the girls’

school and geography in the boys’
school. I have had two pupils in

music. One little girl just learned to
play “Sessions” when her family

moved to another town. The second
girl is now playing the .same hymn
well enough to accompany the con-

gregation at the church service.

I have given what time I had to the

stud}- of the language and took the

third year written examination in

June. I have yet the third year oral

to take and will then be through with
examinations but not with study of

the Korean language. I am quite

sure I could be here a life time and
still have much to learn.

God has been especially near to us

this year, guiding and blessing in all

things and we are glad to be here

and to see the wonderful things He is

doing by His Spirit among these

people.


